Georgia aBEMICS
2018

Prevalence of Elevated Blood Lead _ :

. Multiple Indicator
Levels Among Children Age 2-7 Years Cluster Surveys
sl unicef @&

Concentration of Lead in Blood

Lead is a toxic metal that inflicts damage to brain and other body systems. Lead exposure of children can cause growth and
developmental delays as well as learning disabilities. Exposure of pregnant women to high levels of lead can cause
premature birth, miscarriage and stillbirth.

There is no known level of lead that is considered safe for human health. Yet, 5 micrograms per decilitre (ug/dL) of whole
blood is the reference level at or above which public health action is recommended to be undertaken.
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Key Messages
41% of children in Georgia have Blood Lead Levels (BLL) =5 pg/dl (25% between 5 and 10 pg/dL and 16% 10ug/dL or more).
Lead prevalence is higher in rural settlements compared with urban, and also higher in West Georgia compared with the East.
Prevalence of elevated lead in blood is highest in Adjara A.R (85%, =5 ug/dl ) and Guria (73%, =5 ug/dl ).

Prevalence of lead is also higher in the age group 6-7 compared with the age group 2-5.
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