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I. SURVEY DESCRIPTION

National Statistics Office of Georgia has launched Real-time monitoring Survey on the impact of
the Covid-19 on the well-being of families and children with the financial and technical assistance
of the United Nations Childrens’ Fund (UNICEF). The Survey is based on the sample of the Multiple
Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS). It is planned to conduct several waves of the survey, which will
enable to collect of various information regarding the ongoing situation of the children and
families during the COVID-19 pandemic.

As the part of the survey, the data will be collected both in urban and rural households. The
sample size includes 2118 households throughout the country, of which 1005 units are in urban and
1113 units in rural areas. Collection of the data is carried out by the Computer-assisted telephone
interviewing (CATI) method.

As a part of the preparatory work, a questionnaire developed by UNICEF was adapted, tested,
field staff was trained and a pilot survey was conducted from the second half of 2020. While in the
November to December 2020 period, data for the first wave of the survey was collected.

Response rate amounted 86.7 percent, of which 89.1 percent in urban and 84.5 percent in rural
areas.

1. MAIN FINDINGS OF THE SURVEY

Households take various measures to prevent themselves from a new coronavirus according
to survey. Among them, the most frequent are the following: wearing mask (93.3%) washing hands
often and using hand sanitizer (75.7%), avoiding crowded places (74.2 %), keeping distance (36.6 %)
as well as avoiding touching objects in public places (20.7%).

Women were more likely than men to take the above-mentioned measures to protect themselves
from the coronavirus.

The chart below indicates the percentage of households that took various measures to protect
themselves from the coronavirus:

' ,Real Time Monitoring/Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey (MICS) Plus”.
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According to the finding of the survey, the main source of receiving information on COVID-19
prevention for households are television (92.1%), internet (36.0%), social networks (32.0%), family
members and friends (26.0%).

It should be noted that among information sources television is more common in rural areas,
while internet and social networks are popular in urban areas.

The chart below indicates percentage of households by sources of information on COVID-19:
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THE SOURCES OF RECEIVING INFORMATION ON COVID-19
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According to the survey findings based on information declared by households, in 31.8 percent
of households, at least one member lost job temporarily or for a long period from March to December
2020.

The chart below shows the percentage of households by urban and rural areas, in which at
least one member has lost job since March 2020, temporarily or for a long period:
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Since march 2020 an average monthly incomes have been declined to 53.0 percent of
households according to the survey results. The above-mentioned figure makes up 51.1 percent in

urban and 55.5 percent in rural areas.

The main reasons for income decline were The COVID-19 and COVID-19 related reasons as
the company/business where household member worked closed (31.9%), decreased demand to
company/business (23.2%), had to close company/business household member-owned (15.8%),
reduced salary of household member (7.0%) and reduced work hours of household member (6.9%).

The chart below shows the percentage of households, in which average monthly income has
declined due to COVID-19 realated reasons:
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PERCENTAGE OF HOUSEHOLDS WHERE AVERAGE MONTHLY INCOME
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Accordingtothe survey results, within the framework of Coronavirus/COVID-19 impact mitigation
measures by the government of Georgia 80.6 percent of households benefited from subsidizing
electricity bills for at least a month, 72.7 percent of households - subsidizing natural gas bills, 40.4
percent from 200 GEL one-time social assistance for children under 18. In addition, 32.3 percent
benefited from deferral of loans of commercial banks / microfinance organizations.

The survey also assessed the impact of COVID-19 on children’s education and distance learning.

According to the survey, along with children aged 2-5, adult household members participated
in activities that helped educate the child and prepare them for school. Together with children,
adult household members were most often involved in activities such as playing (96.4%), naming,
counting or drawing of different objects (95.9%), telling stories (87.7%), reading books or looking at
picture books (87.4%).

The chart below shows the percentage of children aged 2-5 years with whom adult household
members were involved in various activities:
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According to the results of the survey, the percentage of children aged 6-17, who physically
attended relevant institutions, before the closure of educational institutions in March 2020 and
after their closure were given online lessons, amounted to 96.9. For urban and rural areas - 981 and
95.2 percent, respectively. A relatively high rate of attendance at online classes by age group was
observed among children aged 6-11 years and amounted to 97.4 percent.

The chart below shows the percentage of children aged 6-17, who received online lessons, by
type of settlement, gender, and age groups:
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Accoring to the survey results, 57.5 percent of children aged 6-17 watched or listened to TV
lessons. This rate is relatively high in rural settlements (60.7%), by gender - in girls (60.0%), and by
age - in children aged 6-11 (61.8%).

The chart below shows the percentage of children aged 6-17 who watched and / or listened to
TV lessons after the closure of educational institutions:
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PERCENTAGE OF CHILDREN AGE 6-17 YEARS
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According to the survey, almost half (47.8%) of the households are satisfied with distance
learning methods during the period of closed educational institutions.

The chart below shows the level of satisfaction of households with the proposed methods of
distance learning for the children, who are the members of these households.
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According to the survey, 57.5 percent of children aged 2-17, who physically attended the pre-
school or secondary school until the closure of educational institutions in March 2020, continued
their education in the classrooms after the re-opening of the educational institutions for classroom
teaching.

According to the same survey, 38.3 percent of children did not renew their learning process in
the classroom, while 3.9 percent of children had already completed their learning by the time the
learning process resumed.

The chart below shows the percentage of children aged 2-17 years, who returned to in-class
room teaching after the schools reopened.
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RETURN TO IN-CLASS ROOM TEACHING AFTER THE SCHOOLS REOPENED
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Accordingto the survey findings, the main reason for non-returningto educational institutions
in children aged 2-17 was the closure of educational institutions and the availability of only online
education (67.3%), as well as the fear of COVID-19 (28.1%).

Note:
- In some cases, the small difference between the final result and the sum of the numbers is explained by the rounding of the data.
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Vasil Tsakadze,
Tel.: (+995 32) 236 72 10 (600). E-mail: visakadze@geostat.ge
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